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“A church rooted in the living Lord is a church that encourages 
people to move beyond their comfort zones and invest themselves in 
face-to-face, person-to-person, hands-on kinds of ministries.” 
 
Acts 2:40-47 
“Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all 
his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!” Those 
who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the 
church that day—about 3,000 in all. All the believers devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. A 
deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed 
many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met 
together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold 
their property and possessions and shared the money with those in 
need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in 
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy 
and generosity— all the while praising God and enjoying the 
goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their 
fellowship those who were being saved.” 
Acts of the Apostles 2:40-47 NLT 
 
 
THE SOUGHT AFTER 
 
1. Anxious 
2. Fearful 
3. Lonely 



4. Needy 
5. Confused 
6. Protective 
 
THE SEEKERS (the church) 
 
1. Committed 
2. Courageous 
3. Connected 
4. Fruitful 
5. Focused 
6. Focused 
7. Productive 
 
 
To move persons from “the sought after” to “seekers” is the work of 
the church.  
 
1. MEMBERSHIP to DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 
How does a church move its people from personal agendas to 
kingdom causes? 
 
1. Make disciples (Matthew 28) 
 
2. Transformation (Romans 12) 
 
3. Sanctification (process of becoming more like Christ) 
 
 
BIBLICAL CHURCH GROWTH MODEL 
 
The new converts were to, be trained in four areas: 
 

1. The Apostles Doctrine—this is uniformity of belief concerning 
the person of Jesus Christ. 



 
A. This was based on eye-witness testimony of His followers—and 
was  
essential.  
 
 

1. Fellowship of the Church—this means sharing in the lives of 
other believers. 

 
 

1. Breaking of Bread—this was probably a reference to the Lord’s 
Supper. Some believe this is a broader reference to the “love 
feast.”—a meal, of fellowship in the early church. 

 
A. “When you meet together, you are not really interested in the 
Lord’s Supper. For some of you hurry to eat your own meal without 
sharing with others. As a result, some go hungry while others get 
drunk. What? Don’t you have your own homes for eating and 
drinking? Or do you really want to disgrace God’s church and 
shame the poor? What am I supposed to say? Do you want me to 
praise you? Well, I certainly will not praise you for this!” 
1 Corinthians 11:20-22 NLT 
 
 

1. DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER—Corporate prayers were viewed as 
an essential part of the spiritual growth of the church. 

 
A. By PRAYER, signs and wonders were manifested by the apostles 
among  
the people of God (vs-43) 
 
Please note the interaction between the membership. 
 
A. Together 



B. Had all things in common 
C. Sold their goods and possessions and divided it among 
themselves 
 
RESULT OF INTERACTION—ALL NEEDS WERE MET 
 
 
 
 


